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Gendering Asylum Protection System Conference 
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23 March 2015 

 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

The NGO Differenza Donna is pleased to announce the call for papers for the upcoming 

conference, Gendering Asylum Protection System. 

The conference will discuss the results of the policy-oriented research related to women's 

asylum claims that we undertook with aims to fill the gaps of the Italian asylum system in case of 

women’s request. 

According to UNHCR (2002, p2) gender-related claims have typically encompassed, 
although are by no means limited to, acts of sexual violence, family/domestic violence, coerced 
family planning, female genital mutilation, punishment for transgression of social mores, and 
discrimination against homosexuals. The persecutions women are subject to are often gender-
based. However, there is little research done in Italy about gender-based asylum claims. In 
fact, asylum claims linked to gender-based violence often go unaddressed and often evaluated 
without adequate attention. Insufficient knowledge therefore often results in asylum-seeking 
procedures, which lack of gender sensitivity.  

The Conference will be also an opportunity to spread the feminist perspective on 
migration and right of asylum. 
   

THEMES:  While papers on any aspect of women’s right of asylum will be considered, the focus is on 

the reception of women asylum seekers and the status examination process, because of the 

crucial impact of a gender sensitive perspective applied at these phases for an effective access 

of women asylum seekers to the international protection. Contributions for this conference 

can also include: case studies of everyday politics of international refugee status law and in 

particular the silenced positions of women in international crises management and 

displacement; structural bias discourse analysis of persecutions suffered by women; feminist 

and/or postcolonial deconstruction of the ideal “refugee”; case studies and/or theoretical 

deconstruction of credibility assessment of women asylum seekers. 

http://www.feminist-review-trust.com/
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Application process 

Please submit an abstract in Word or PDF of no more than 800 words to Dr Ilaria Boiano at 

ilariaboiano@me.com 

The following information must be provided with each abstract: 

• The author’s name and affiliation; CV, including a list of relevant publications; 

• The author’s contact details, including email address and phone number; 

Only one abstract per author will be considered. 

The deadline for submission of abstracts is 20 February 2016. Applicants will be informed no 

later than 1 March 2016.  

The NGO Differenza Donna is unfortunately unable to provide funding for travel to and 

attendance at the conference. 
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