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Sciences Po Law School welcomes submissions from doctoral students of all disciplines for the 

School’s 5th Graduate Conference. The theme of the Conference is Legal Education and it will take 

place in Paris on June 14th, 2016. The Conference will be held in conjunction with the Law School’s 

Intensive Doctoral Week. 

 

By bringing together both French and foreign scholars, the Conference will focus on critically 

examining the current status of legal education. Its strengths and its shortcomings will be under 

review. More importantly, the Conference wishes to provide an opportunity for dialogue, reflection 

and proposal of innovative alternative approaches for teaching law in a globalised era. 

 

Legal education, as traditionally taught, has come under fire for some years now. It has been seen as 

a system which reproduces hierarchies (Kennedy, 1982) and reinforces the sense of entitlement and 

privilege that individuals from powerful groups have within society (Bhandar, 2002). More recently, 

a new wave of criticism in the US pointed out that the whole Law School model has failed on its 

promises and claims that it might not even be worth its costs (Tamanaha, 2012). Although 

alternatives such as trans-systemic legal teaching have been offered in response to challenging the 

dominant Western bias attached to legal education (Glenn, 2005), much remains to be explored, 

especially in our time of widespread ‘crisis’.  

 

Is the Law School model also in crisis? In a globalised arena, can we still hold to the statement that 

the structures of law, as traditionally thought in law schools, reflect the structures of society? Do we 

recognise a risk of giving way to a legal education that produces only managerialism? Is doctrinal 

formalism instead re-entering legal academia, and what are the possible glitches attached to that 

vision? Most importantly, can it be problematic to think about legal education just as a discourse 

among technicians? What are the possible leverages of change and critique? In a world where 

global legal education also serves the interests of empires, is there some place for local resistance 

and struggle in the Third World? These are just some of the questions that the Conference wishes to 

bring to the table for further and fruitful discussion.  

 

In doing so, our Graduate Conference wants to reconnect with the previous platform created in 2011 

by the Law and Boundaries project, and, at the same time, it is directly inspired by the very mission 

of the Sciences Po Law School. As illustrated in La cuisine du droit (2012), by Christophe Jamin, 

the school’s Dean, efforts must be made in order to change the traditional legal education model in 

the French context, by focusing on the globalised world in which we live. As Law and Boundaries, 

our Conference aims at bringing together a transnational and interdisciplinary community of young 

legal scholars, who can critically inform the audience about their experience on both sides of legal 

education (the theory and the practice), and who wish to reflect in new and innovative ways about 

the problems they face in performing legal education.  

 



Our panels are willing to reflect on the critiques and failures that Law Schools presently face, but 

also creatively wonder about the evolution we would like to see in legal education where new 

alternatives are conceived. We are particularly interested in submissions covering the following 

aspects of legal education: 

 

 Interdisciplinarity in the context of global legal education; 

 Neoliberal globalisation and law schools; 

 Legal education and social change; 

 Legal education entangled in the narratives of competition and crisis; 

 Legal education in non-western contexts; 

 Third world struggles and a legal “pedagogy of the oppressed”; 

 Bypassing the “dead white men” syllabus; 

 Gender and legal education; 

 Transcending boundaries in law degrees; 

 The gap between practicing and teaching law; 

 Clinical legal education and the “learning by doing”; 

 Proliferation of law degrees and evolving meaning of the “legal”; 

 Possibilities of contradiction, contestation and transgression in legal education; 

 Historical and sociological perspectives on legal education. 

 

 

We welcome submissions of cross-cultural and cross-disciplinary approaches to such issues and we 

will favour papers from those graduate students and young scholars who already work within a 

critical education framework. Please note that this list is not exhaustive. Definite panels will be 

determined in function of the submissions. 

 

Submissions: 

Applications should be submitted to gradconf.law@sciencespo.fr by March 7th.. Submissions 

should include a 300-500 word abstract and a concise CV. Applicants will be provided with an 

answer by April 15th. 

Attendees are responsible for their own travel expenses and accommodation and should seek 

funding from their home institution or other bodies. 

All discussions are in English with the possibility of holding certain panels in French, depending on 

the quality and number of proposals received. 

You can follow information about the Conference in our website 

(https://scpolawconf.wordpress.com/) or facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/lawgradconf).  
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